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Mlilwane Explorer 
 
Day One 

The transfer from Johannesburg airport is with 

SiyeSwatini TransMagnific, a passenger shuttle service 

between South Africa and eSwatini. 

The transfer takes about four hours and you will be 

provided with a snack for the journey. There is also a 

short stop at a service station.  

On arrival at Mlilwane you will be shown to your 

Beehive hut where you stay for two nights.  

Later be introduced to the horses and there may be 

time for a short ride to familiarise yourself with the 

horses and the area. 

Over dinner an introductory talk will be given on all 

aspects of the safari. You will also be given your own 

security bag (seal-lock bank bag) with your name on it, 

into which you can place your passport, insurance 

documents and small valuables, for safekeeping while 

you are on the trail. These will be locked in the 

management safe until your return.  

Please note that the day by day itinerary may change 

depending on the weather at the time and other local 

conditions. 

Overnight in a Beehive hut at Mlilwane Rest Camp. 

 

Beehive Huts  

Day Two 

Today you have morning and afternoon rides over the 

Mlilwane Reserve. This is an opportunity to get to 

know your horse and also to learn more of Mlilwane 

Wildlife Sanctuary, eSwatini’s pioneer conservation 

area.  

 

As you ride past the dams and over the grasslands, 

mountains and forests of Mlilwane, the animals you 

are likely to see include: zebra, warthog, crocodile, 

blue wildebeest, kudu, nyala, impala, blesbuck, 

reedbuck and different species of mongoose. The 

reserve is also home to a rich and varied birdlife.  

Enjoy dinner and another night at Mlilwane Rest 

Camp. 

Day Three 

Head out on the trail through open grassland plains 

and a climb over the foothill of Execution Rock 

towards the highlands. The pace is mixed with canters 

where the going is good, slower on the hilly sections 

and if you encounter wildlife.  

During the morning you stop for a saddlebag picnic. 

 

Riding through the highlands of Mlilwane 

Just before you arrive at camp, you will need to 

dismount and the guides will help you and your horse 

across a narrow but fast flowing stream.  

Klipspringer camp is just a little way further alongside 

this river. There are corrals for the horses and plenty 

of space for the tents and showers alongside the river.  
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Enjoy sunset by the river and later dinner cooked in 

the open over the camp fire. 

Day Four 

This morning you ride out from camp and back across 

the stream. You climb onto the mountains. Most of 

the ride is through commercial forest and when it 

opens out, there are great views over the countryside.  

Saddle bag picnic during the day.  

 

In the afternoon there is one (very quiet) road crossing 

before you continue through the forest and arrive at 

Foresters Arms, a comfortable small hotel, set in the 

middle of the forest.  

 

The hotel has a swimming pool in pretty gardens. 

There is a very comfortable bar and a very good 

restaurant and so you will eat well tonight. 

Day Five 

You leave the Foresters Arms and continue riding, 

initially past villages and onto open land with superb 

views all round.  

 

With a picnic lunch on the way, you descend to the 

valley, cross a road and then climb into the mountains 

again. Today you pass by many villages and 

homesteads and see women and children as they go 

about their day.  

 

Arrive at emaSomini Camp, “The place of the Redwing 

Starling”, in a small wattle forest to the side of an 

impressive monolith. You stay in this lovely spot for 

two nights, with stunning views over the wetland 

valley.   

Enjoy dinner around the camp fire. 

Day Six 

Today's ride takes you on a circular trail through the 

hills with a saddle bag picnic on the way.  
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From the top of the mountains there are spectacular 

views of the valleys and the granite peaks of the high 

mountains in the distance.  

Afternoon at leisure in emaSomini Camp. 

Later have dinner around the campfire. 

Day Seven 

This is your final morning’s ride as you make your way 

back from the mountains, across the river and onto 

Mlilwane Reserve.  

You say good bye to your wonderful horse and leave 

him to enjoy a well-earned rest.  

Lunch is either at Mlilwane or en route as you transfer 

by vehicle (c. 2 hrs) to Hlane Royal National Park.  

 

Ndlovu Camp 

Overnight in a comfortable cottage at Ndlovu Camp in 

Hlane and enjoy dinner in the restaurant.  

Day Eight 

Enjoy a morning game drive through the lowveld bush 

of Hlane, which was proclaimed as a National Park in 

1967. This is the only opportunity in eSwatini to see 

lion and elephant and you should have good sightings. 

 

Black rhino have recently been introduced to Hlane 

but may be difficult to see.  

After lunch you are on the move again by vehicle (c. 2 

hrs) to Mkhaya Game Reserve.  

Visitors to Mkyaha Game Reserve are escorted from 

the main road, through the reserve to the lodge, 

either in the morning or in the afternoon. You will be 

arriving in the afternoon and the drive to the lodge 

should be a wonderful opportunity to see many 

animals in the late afternoon sun.  

The sun drops quickly in Africa and it is likely to be 

pitch black when you arrive at the lodge to be shown 

to one of their beautiful and unique open sided stone 

and thatch chalets. There are lanterns in the rooms 

but you may wish to be able to put your hand quickly 

on your torch.  

 

Interior of chalet at Stone Camp, Mkhaya 

Overnight Mkhaya Stone Camp for two nights. 

Day Nine 

A full day to enjoy exploring Mkhaya, the jewel of 

eSwatini’s “Big Game Parks”.  
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Here on morning and evening game drives and walks 

you will search for buffalo, black rhino, sable, 

Livingstone’s eland and tsessebe. You should also see 

white rhino, giraffe and roan antelope. 

 

After a day out in the hot African bush, return to 

Mkhaya Stone Camp and enjoy an ice-cold drink 

beneath the giant sausage tree before retiring to your 

cottage to drift off to the sound of the bush. 

Day Ten 

An early start and a game drive through Mkhaya as 

you make your way back to civilisation. 

You will be driven (about 1 hr) to meet the shuttle bus 

at Gables Shopping Centre at Ezulwini for the late 

morning transfer back to Johannesburg airport in time 

for your homeward flight.  

 


